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Proclus’ Commentary on The 1 st Alcibiades , On The Seven Causes 

Alcibiades: O Socrates , seeing that now Thou has begun to speak to me , Thou has indeed 
106A co XcoKpaxsc;, snsiSp vov rjp£,co ksysiv spoi y’ 

come to Light much more stranger , than when Thou would follow me in silence ; 
daivp Ifoko axorccoxspoc;, p oxs soxoo aiycov: 

and yet even then , Thou were so very strange to look at. Thus on the one hand , whether 
kouxoi kou xoxs paGa ys cn|)o8pa xoiouxoq iSsiv . oov psv si 

I have such intentions in mind or not, even if I were to deny it, Thou has likely so discerned , 
syeo xoiaoxa Siavooopai p pp , kou sav pp ij)® s soiks coc; SisyvcoKac; , 
thus it will avail me nothing to persuade Thee otherwise . So be it. But surely then if it is the 
saxou xcksov poi ouSsv xo rcsiGsiv as 7ipoc; . sisv : 8s Sp sx 
case , that I have very much had such intentions in mind , how can they come to be through 
oxx pakiaxa Slavs- xaoxa -voppai, 7xooq av ysvoixo Sia 

Thine aid , and how would they not be without Thine aid ? Can Thou explain ?” 
aoo Kai ook saxai avso aoo ; sysic; ksysiv; 

And the phrase “Con Thou explain ?” was spoken in utter astonishment , 

Kai xo sysic; ksysiv TtposvpvsKxai mvo Gaopaaxcoc; 

as if Self was thrown into complete puzzlemen t. 
cue, aoxov KaxaPakkov sic; naaav anopiav . 

For he looks toward external powers and thinks that he will hear of a way to get money 
yap a7iopks7isi sic; skxoc; xac; Sovapsic; Kai oisxai aKooasaGai nopooc; ypppaxcov 
and a multitude of human-beings and naval procurements . 

Kai 7xkpGooc; avGpconcov Kai vaoxiKoo napaaKsopv . 

However , Socrates cared for none of these , but for Knowledge ; 

8s leoKpaxsi spsksv ooSsvoc; xooxcov , akk’ sniaxpppc;: 
for one must not yearn for the instruments in preference to/prior to The Self who will Use them . 
yap Ssi ou noGsiv xa opyava 7ipo xoo yppaopsvoo. 

And this also appears to me to Coincide with the whole scope of the dialogue ; 

Kai xooxo Kai Soksi poi aovxpsysiv xoo navxi aKonco xoo Siakoyoo : 
for if The User is Other than the instruments , and The All is in The User , 
yap si xo xpcopsvov saxi sxspov xcov opyavcov , Kai xo 7tav saxiv sv xco xpcopsvco , 
but not in the instruments , and The Whole of the human-being is in Soul , 
akk’ ook sv xoic; opyavoic;, Kai xo okov xoo avGpomoo saxi sv i|/oxp , 
whereas the body subsists by The Soul from without as Her instrument . 

8s xo acopa onsaxpcoxai xp i)/oxp s^coGsv coc; opyavov, 

Now then it is both The Primary Power of The Self to place The Knowledge in The User 
xoivov saxi Kai xpv Jtpcoxiaxpv Sovapiv xoo aoxoo xiGsaGai xp sitiaxppp sv xp xpwpsvp 
and to show that The Ousia of Ourselves is in Soul , 

Kai SsiKvovai xpv ooaiav ppcov sv i|/oxp , 
thus making all others instruments that depend upon These . 

8s s£,- rcavxa xa akka opyava coc; -anxsiv xooxcov . 

And furthermore , the young man quite wonderfully thought of the phrase “through Thine aid”. 
Kai ppv Kai o vsaviaKoc; 7iavo GaopaaxiKcoc; sravsvopKsv xo Sia aoo . 

For he heard The Logos of Socrates that 
yap aKooaac; xoo ksyovxoc; XcoKpaxooc; oxi 
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“I will transmit to Thee The Power which Thou desires , however along with The Aid of God” , 
mpaSoa© aov tr|v Sovapiv rjq S7u0opsic; , psvToi gsia too 0soo , 
by being Wholly -Aware that it is Appropriate to assign 
auvoiSsv npoapKsv vspsiv 

on the one hand , The Primary Creative/Poetic/Productive/Efficacious Cause to The Divine , 

|iSV TO TtpCOTCOq 7lOir|TlKOV TOO 08100 

and on the other hand , The Instrumental Cause to Socrates . 

8s to opyaviKov too ScoKpaTsv. 

Thus on the one hand , The Creative Is Cause as That Under-which , 

8s psv TO 7TOIOOV SOTl OUTIOV COq TO Ol))’ OO , 

while on the other hand , The Instrumental is Cause as That T hrough-which ; 

8s to opyaviKov ©<; to Si’ oo 

then just as on the one hand , The Final Cause is usually called That for The Sake of-which , 
Sr| Kadansp kou psv to ts^oc; si©0s KaA,sia0ai Si’ o 

while on the other hand , The Paradigmatical Cause is That in Relation to-which ; 

8s to mpaSsiypa 7tpoq o 

and on the one hand , The Ideal Cause is That According to-which , 

KOU |TSV TO SlSoq Ka0 o, 

while on the other hand The Material Cause , as Aristotle says is That out of-which , 

8s to u^ikov amov ooq ApiaTOTS^pq bhcnv s£, oo, 

or as Timaeus says , That In-which . 

8s ©q o Tipaioq sv © 

Surely then thus it is appropriate to say that The Instrumental Cause is That Through-which . 
Sr) oov oox©q npoariKsi ^sysiv ©q to opyavov amov to ST oo 

And therefore , by Socrates also being The Instrument of The Divine 
Kai oov X©Kparr|c; Kai ompyov o opyavov too 0sioo 
by Executing! Carrying-out I Putting-into-effect The Logos Through-which”, 
s7Tsysi tov Xoyov 8T oo, 

and so the young man reasonably says 
Kai o vsaviaKoq sikot©c; 

“that will be for me through Thee” and “that could not come to pass for me Without Thee”. 
to saxai poi Sia aoo Kai to av ook ysvoixo poi avso aoo. 

For instruments also possess The Indispensible Logos in relation to that which is taking place . 
yap ra opyava Kai syooai tov ©v ook avso koyov npoq to yiyvopsvov , 

seeing that The Principal/Supreme Causes Are Other/Different 
s7isiSr| xa Kopi©q ama siai akka 

such as The Final , The Paradigmatical , and The Creative . 
to ts?ukov , to mpaSsiypauKov , to tcoititikov . 
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The One Ineffable Cause 


Paradigmatical Cause “That In Relation to which” The Paradigm/Model 
Ideal/Formal Cause “That According to which” The Design 
Creative/Efficient Cause “That Under which” The Primary Producer 

Instrumental Cause “That Through which” Divine Instrument 
Material Cause “That In which” The Elemental Bodies 

Final Cause “That for The Sake of which” The Good 

THE ONE 

The Paradigm - The Good 

The Demiurgos The Ideal Plan 

Socrates 


The Good The Soul of Alcibiades 

That for The Sake of Which The Material 

Binding Beginning to End 

For on the one hand , The Gods are Good , They can only do Good by Nature , by Necessity ; 
for jealousy has no place in Those that are Good , for only Good-will subsists in Selves . 

On the other hand , All those that are Created , Intuitively desire The Good by nature , by 
necessity , for no one wants to be harmed or to receive anything that is defective . 

Cratylos 388C 

Socrates: Accordingly then , a Name is a certain instrument for Instruction and Separation 
8 apa Ovopa ecmv it opyavov SvSaaicakiKov kou SvaicpmKov 

of The Ousia , just as a weaver’s comb/shuttle is an instrument for separating the web . 

xpq oucTia , coarcsp KspKiq ubaapaxoc;. 

Hermogenes: Yes . (Nav.) 

Soc: But the comb is indeed an instrument for weaving ? 

8s r| Kspiaq ye Ybavxucov; 

Her: How could it not be ? (neoq 8’ ou ;) 

Soc: Accordingly then on the one hand , the weaver will use the comb in a beautiful!good way , 
apa psv YcJjavxvKoc; xppasxav KspiaSv Kakeoq : 

but in a beautiful!good way means , in the way of a weaver , whereas on the other hand , 

8’ Kakcoq screw obavxviccoc; : 8s 

A Teacher will use a name in a beautiful!good way , and this means , in the way of a Teacher . 
SiSaoicakucoq ovopaxv Kakcoq 8’ sou SvSaaKakvKcoc; . 

Her: Yes . (Nav .) 

Soc: Therefore whose work will the weaver use beautifullylwell , when he uses the comb ? 

ouv xco xvvoq spy© o obavpiyc; xppcxsxav Kakcoq , oxav yppxav xp KspiaSv; 

Her: That of the carpenter . (Too xoo xskxovoc; .) 


Monadic 

Whole 

Demiurgic 

Dialectical 
Receptive 
The End 
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4 The 

5 The 

6 The 
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Soc: That of all carpenters or that of The One who possesses The Art ? 

8s naq xskxcov p o sycov xpv xsyvpv; 

Her: The One who possesses The Art . (O xpv xsyvpv .) 

Soc: Then whose work will the driller use beautifully/correctly when he uses the drill ? 

388D 8s Too xxvoq spyco o xpurtpxpc; yppasxax Kakcoq oxav yppxax xco xpunavco ; 

Her: That of the blacksmith . (Too xou yakKscoq .) 

Soc: Take notice then , of all blacksmiths or of The One who possess The Art ? 

Ap’ ouv naq yakxsuq p o sycov xpv xsyvpv; 

Her: The One who possesses The Art . (O xpv xsyvpv .) 

Soc: Good . Then whose work will The Teacher use , when they use The Names ? 

Exsv . 8s xco xxvoq spyco o SxSaaKakxKoq yppasxax, oxav yppxax xco ovopaxx; 

Her: I do not have this information . (OuSs syco xoox’ .) 

Soc: Can Thou not indeed say this ; who it is that gives us The Names which we use ? 

sysiq OuSs y suxsw xooxo , xxq mpaSxScoaxv ppxv xa ovopaxa oxq ypcopsGa ; 

Her: Surely not. (Spxa Oo.) 

Soc: Accordingly then , does it not appear to Thee that The Law is The Giver of Selves ? 

Ap’ ouyx Soksx aoi o vopoq o rcapaSxSouc; aoxa; 

Her: That is reasonable . (Eoxksv .) 

Soc: Then will The Teacher use the work of The Law-Giver , when They use Names ? 

388E apa ypp- o SxSaaKakxKoq -asxax spyco NopoGsxou , oxav yppxax ovopaxx; 

Her: It appears so to me . (Aoksx pox.) 

Soc: Then does it appear to Thee that every man is a Law-Giver or The One who has The Art ? 

8s Soksx aov naq avpp sxvax NopoGsxpq p o sycov xpv xsyvpv; 

Her: The One who has The Art . (O xpv xsyvpv .) 

Soc: Therefore , it does not belong to every man , O Hermogenes , to give a Name , except to 
apa Ook navroq avSpoq, O Eppoysvsq , GsaGax ovopa, akka 

The One who is The Name-Maker ; then this one, as it is reasonable , is The Law-Giver , 

389A xvvoq ovopaxoopyoo : 8’ ooxoc;, coq sovksv , saxvv o vopoGsxpc;, 

who is surely then , The Rarest among human Artisans/Creators/Producers that exist. 

oq Sp a7tavvcoxaxoc; sv avGpconovq xcov Sppvoopycov yvyvsxav. 

Her: That is Reasonable . (Eoiksv.) 

Soc: Come along then , consider That which The Law-Giver is Viewing while Giving Names . 
9 IGi Sp , STtvaKs\|/ai 7ioi o vopoGsxpq pks7xcov xiGsxai xa ovopaxa: 

but consider This from the previous examples. To what is the carpenter Looking when he makes 
8s avaaKs\|/ai sk xcov spnpoaGsv . not o xskxcov pksncov novsi 

the comb ? Is it not something in relation to which this brings about the separation of the web ? 
xpv KspiaSa; ap oo xi npoq o xoiouxov s7xsi|)oksi Kspia^siv ; 

Her: Very much so ! (Havu ys.) 

Soc: What then , if the comb breaks while self is being made ? Will he in turn make another 
389B Tx Ss , av p KspKxq xaxayp aoxco 7ioxoovxx ; noxspov nakxv noxpasx akkpv 
while Looking towards the one that is broken , or towards That Idea , The Very One , 
pks7xcov Ttpoq xpv Kaxsayuxav , p rcpoc; sksxvo sxSoq, xo onsp 
according to which , he also made the broken one ? 

npoc; pv Kax stxoxsx Kaxsa£,sv ; 

Her: Towards That One , as it indeed appears to me ! 
npoq sksxvo , Soksx spoxys. 
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Soc: Is it not the case then , that That One should Most Justly be called 
Ookoov sksvvo av Sucavoxax’ Kaksaavpsv 

That which is The Ideal Self of Comb . 

o saxvv auto Kspmq; 

Her: It indeed appears to me to be the case . (Epovys Soksv .) 

Soc: Is it not the case then , that whenever there is need to make a comb for a light or a thick 
Ookoov swsvSav Sep 7xovsvv xvvv KspKvSa ks7rxco p n aysv 

garment , or for linen or for wool, or for any kind at all, that on the one hand , all of them 
vpaxvco p kvvco p spsco , p orcovcoouv , psv nacaq 

must contain The Ideal Self of The Comb , which on the other hand , It gives to each product 
Ssv sysvv xo svSoq xpc; KspKvSoq, ova 5’ a7xoSv8ovav SKaaxco 

by bringing-forth The Beauty of This in the nature of each work ? 

389C 7xs(|)uks Kakkvaxp xaoxpv svq xpv (|)oavv sKaaxov xo spyov ; 

Her: Yes ! (Nai.) 

Soc: And surely then , The Same Way applies to all other instruments . The Artisan must find 
Kav Sp o auxoq xponoc; 7rspv xcov akkeov opyavcov : Ssv s^sopovxa 

the instrument that is naturally-fitted to bestow That Idea into each product, from which 
xo opyavov d UC781 anoSoovav sksvvo svc; SKaaxco 7 vsi|)ukoc; si; oo 

it will be made , not such as Self may will, but such as is naturally-fitted . For it is reasonable , 
av 7toip , ouy oiov auxoc; av PoukpGp , akk’ ovov s7xsi|)uksv . yap some , 

that He must know where to place the iron borer that is naturally-fitted for each product. 
cot; Ssv S7tvaxaa0av svc; xvOsvav xov avSppovxponavov xo i))uasv SKaaxco TtsijvoKoc;. 

Her: Very much so ! (navo ys.) 

Soc: And the comb must bring-forth/produce/engender the nature of each in its wood . 

Kav KepKvSa 7xsi|)OKovav xpv ducrev eKaaxeo svc; l;ukov . 

Her: This is the case . (Eaxv xaoxa .) 

Soc: For each Idea of weaving , as it is reasonable , was fitted by nature into each comb , 

389D yap SKaaxco evSev oijvaapaxoc;, eoq eovKev , pv Ooaev eKaaxp KspKvq , 
and so also for the other instruments . (Kav ooxcoq xakka .) 

Her: Yes . (Nav .) 

Soc: Take notice then , O most Noble One , vnust The Law-Giver also kn ow how to Bring-Forth 
Ap’ ouv , co |3ekxvaxe , Sev xov vopoOexpv Kav ewvaxaaGav 7T8 (|)okoc; 
in That Name the sounds and syllables that are given by nature to each , and by Looking to 
evq sksvvo ovopa xooq ctvGoyyooc; Kav xaq aukkaPaq xo xvOevav (jvoaev eKaaxeo , Kav pksnovxa npoq 
That which is The Self Name , produce and give All Names , if He intends to be 

sksvvo o saxvv aoxo ovopa , novsvv xs Kav xvOsaOav 7uravxa xa ovopaxa , sv pskksv svvav 
The Authoritative Giver of Names ? But if The Law-Giver does not give the same syllables 
389E Kopvoq Osxpq ovopaxcov ; sv o vopoGsxpq pp xvGpavv xaq avxaq aukkaPaq 
to each name , then we vnust in no way forget This Ideal Name ; for not every blacksvnith sets 
svq SKaaxoq , 8s Ssv ouSsv ayvosvv xouxo : yap ouSs anaq yakKsoc; xvGpavv 

This Self in the same iron , while making the same instrument for the same End (Parm 127A) ; 

svq xov aoxov avSppov , 7iovcov xo aoxo opyavov xoo aoxoo svsKa : 
but as long as , they render The Same Idea , even if in different iron , the instrument will still 
390A akk’ scoq , arcoSvSeo xpv aoxpv vSsa , savxs sv akkeo avSppco , xo opyavov av opeoq 
have to be Correctly rendered , even if it is made here , or in sovne foreign land , what say Thee? 
sysv opGcoc; , savxs 7iovp svGaSs , savxs sv xvq PapPapoq. p yap; 
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Her: Very much so! (Ilavo ys .) 

Soc: Is it not the case then , that in this way , Thou would also deem The Law-Giver Worthy , 
Ookoov ooxcoc; kou a^ieo- xov vopoGsxpv -asvq 

whether The One here or The One in foreign lands , as long as They may render 
ts xov svOaSs kou xov sv xovc; PapPapou;, s©q av anoSvS© 

The Appropriate Idea into each Name in whatever syllables , then The Law-Giver will be 
to npoopKov to svSoq SKaox© too ovopaxoq sv orrovavooov ookkaPavq , tov vopoGsxpv svvav 
no worse here , than The One in any other place at all ? 

390B ouSsv ysvp© svGaSs p tov akkoGv onoooov ; 

Her: Very much so ! (Havu ys .) 

Soc: Who then , is The One who Recognizes whether The Appropriate Idea of Comb 
10 Tu; oov o yvrooopsvoc; sv to npoopKov svSoq KspKvSoq 
resides in any piece of wood ? The carpenter , who made it, or the weaver , who uses it ? 
ksvtou sv O7VOVC0OUV c;ok© ; o tsktcov , o 7vovpoac; , p o oijvavTpc;, o yppaopsvoc;; 

Her: It is more likely , that it is the one who uses it, O Socrates . 

psv pakkov Evkoc; , tov yppoopsvov , co IcoKpaTsq . 

Soc: Who then , is the one that uses the work of the guitar-maker ? Is it not the very one , 

Tvq oov o xppoopsvoc; tco spy© too kopowovoo ; ap ooy ootoc; , 
who would Know Best how to Superintend the making of the guitar , 
oq av s7uotouto Kakkvoxa s7UOTaxsvv spya^opsv© 
and also Know if it the work is done either well or not ? 

kou yvoip svpyaopsvov svpyaoxav svt’ so svts pp ; 

Her: The guitarist. (O KvGapvoxpc;.) 

Soc: Who then , is the one who Knows Best the work of the ship-builder ? 

Tiq 8s o too too vaonpyoo; 

Her: The Captain/Pilot . (KoPspvpxpc;.) 

Soc: Who then , can Best Superintend the work of The Law-Giver and who can also Discern 
390C Tvq 8s av Kakkvoxa s7UOTaTposvs too spy© too vopoOsToo t’ Kav Kpivsvs 

when it is completed , both here and in foreign lands ? Is it not the user as well ? 

svpyaopsvov Kav svOaSs Kav sv tovc; PapPapovq ; ap’ ooy yppasrav oowsp ; 

Her: Yes . (Nav.) 

Soc: Take notice then , is it not The Very One who Knows how to ask questions ? 

Ap’ oov sgtvv ooy o ooxot; s7UOTapsvoc; sp©xav ; 

Her: Very vnuch so . (navo ys. ) 

Soc: But also The Very Same One who Knows how to reply ? 

8s Kav O avxoq aTCOKpvvsoOav; 

Her: Yes . (Nav.) 

Soc: But does thou call The One who Knows how to ask and answer questions 
8s go Kaksvq Tov snvGTapsvov sp©rav Kav arcoKpvvsoGav 
something other than Dialectician ? 

tv akko p SvaksKUKov ; 

Her: Nothing else , but This .(Ook , akka tooto .) 

Soc: Accordingly then on the one hand , the work of a carpenter is to make a rudder 
390D apa psv spyov Tsktovoc; sgtvv rcovpGav rcpSakvov 

under the Supervision of The Pilot/Captain , if the rudder is destined to be good/beautiful . 
s7UGiaToovToc; Kopspvpxoo , sv to rcpSakvov pskksv svvav Kakov. 


6 


Her: So it has come to Light ! (Oavvexav .) 

Soc: Whereas on the other hand , the work of The Law-Giver , as it is reasonable , 

8s ys NopoOsxoo , cot; soncsv , 

has to make a Name , under The Supervision of The Dialectician , 
sxovxot; ovopa , 87uoxaxpv av8pa SvakeKxvKov, 

if The Law-Giver intends to give Names in a Beautiful Way . 
ex pekksv OpoeoOav ovopaxa Kakcoq 

Her: This is the case . (xaoxa Eoxv .) 

Soc: Accordingly then , O Hermogenes , I dare say that the giving of a name , is no trivial task , 
390E apa , co Eppoysveq , KvvSovsoev r| Oeovq xou ovopaxoq evvav oo d au ^ ov 

as Thou thought, nor will trivial people hit The Mark . And so Cratylos spoke The Truth 
coq go ovsv , oo8e xcov (jvaokcov avSpcov e7ivxoxovxcov . Kav Kpaxukoq keyev akpOp 
by saying that Names belong to The Realities by Nature , and so not everyone is an Artisan 
keyeov xa ovopaxa evvav xovq npaypaov (|)oaev , Kav oo wavxa evvav Sppvoopyov 
of names , except only That One who Looks towards The Name which belongs by Nature 
ovopaxcov , akka povov sksvvov xov a7xo[3ke7xovxa evq xo ovopa ov (t) uasi 

to each particular entity and is Able to Bestow The Idea of Self in the letters and the syllables . 

eKaoxco xp Kav Sovapevov xv0evav xo evSoq aoxoo svq xa ypappaxa Kav xaq ookkaPaq . 
Her: O Socrates , I have nothing at all which can contradict that which Thou says . However 
391A co XcoKpaxsq, exoo Ook oncoq a xPh evavxvoooOav wpoq ksysvq . psvxov 
it is equally not easy to be suddenly persuaded in this way , but it appears to vne that Thou would 
sgxvv vgcoc; oo paSvov e£,avi|)vpc; 7vsvoOpvav ooxcoc; , akka Sokco pov gov av 
be vnore likely to persuade vne in the following way , if Thou were to demonstrate to vne , 
pakkov 7xv0SG0av eo8s , sv 8ev£,evac; pov 

That which Thou claims to be The Natural Correctness of a Name . 

qvxvva (|)pc; evvav xqv vjjooev op0oxpxa ovopaxoq. 

Soc: O Blessed Hennogenes , on the one hand , I do not claim anything . But on the other hand , 
co paKapve Eppoyevsc;, pev Eyco oo- ksyco -Sepvav. akk’ 

I almost forgot that which was said a short time ago ; that I do not know , but that I would search 
ys snekadoo cov skeyov okvyov npoxepov, oxv ook evSevqv, akka GK8\|/ovppv 
along with Thee , and so we are now searching , both vnyself and Thee , and on the one hand , 
pexa goo , 8e vov oKowoopsvovc; , xe epov Kav gov , psv 

so vnuch has already covne to Light beyond what we did not know before , that a Name does 
xogooxov pSp ((javvexav mpa xa npoxepa, xo ovopa evvav 

indeed possess A Certain Natural Correctness and that not any person whatsoever kn ows how 
xs sxov xvva (|)ooev op0oxpxa Kav oo 7tavxo<; avSpoq oxcooov 8Ttvoxao0av 
to set-up Self in a BeautifullGood Way in Relation to The Realities , or is this not the case ? 

08G0av aoxo Kakeoc; 7ipaypaxv , p oo 

Her: Very vnuch so ! (navo ye .) 


There are 7 Causes as Our Beloved Teacher points out, not 6 as Proclus explains , 
nor 4 as Aristotle would have us believe , but 7 , since Proclus failed to mention The One . 
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